A synthesis of [2-nitro-5-(10,15,20-triphenylporphyrin-5-yl)-phenyl]phenyl-acetonitrile zinc complex by the reaction of the respective nitroporphyrin with the anion of benzyl cyanide, followed by addition of DDQ, is described. This is the first example of this type of process in the nitrophenyl side ring of meso-tetraarylporphyrin derivatives.
1
Amongst other methods, a very attractive one seems to be oxidative nucleophilic substitution of hydrogen (ONSH 2 ) in nitrophenyl moiety of the respective starting porphyrin. Herein, we present the first example of this type of functionalization in the reaction of 5-(4-nitrophenyl)-10,15,20-triphenylporphyrin zinc complex 3 with phenylacetonitrile carbanion (in DMF, at room temperature) followed by addition of DDQ.
This leads to the substitution of hydrogen product, in the position ortho-to the NO 2 group, in 35% yield.
Scheme 1
To a stirred solution of t-BuOK (71 mg, 0.63 mmol) in anhydrous DMF (5 mL, under argon), a solution of 5-(4-nitrophenyl)-10,15,20-triphenylporphyrin zinc(II) 3 (1; 50 mg, 0.069 mmol) and benzyl cyanide (19 mg, 0.16 mmol) in DMF (3 mL) was added dropwise via syringe at room temperature during ca 2 min.
After an additional 2 min of stirring, DDQ (23 mg, 0.10 mmol) was added in a one portion and the mixture was stirred for 3 min. Then, the mixture was poured into 3% HCl containing ice (80 mL). The precipitate was filtered, washed with water (3 × 15 mL), and then dissolved in CHCl 3 (40 mL). After drying with anhydrous MgSO 4 and evaporation of the solvent, the residue was chromatographed (silica gel 230-400 mesh; eluent: CHCl 3 / n-hexane, 2: 1) to give: starting porphyrin 1 -15.4 mg (31%), and product 3 -13.9 mg (24%; 35% for recovered substrate). 
